
	  

	  

2015 SERVE THEME SUMMARY – THE OTHER 51 

Key Passage:  

John 20:21b, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive now the Holy Spirit.” (NRSV) 

Key Thought:  

Congratulations! You made it! You are here for one week, away from home, in a new city. Are you ready 
to meet some great people, sing some amazing songs and hear some terrific speaking? Are you ready to 
possibly sleep on a blow-up mattress tonight and for some good, hard work ahead of you? Are you ready 
to get to know other people your age who want to know God in a better way, share your life for a week 
and perhaps meet some lifelong friends?  

You are here for a week—one week—and after this one week, you head back home. Then what?  

I know you did not come for just this one week. You also came for The Other 51. The other 51 weeks in 
the year matter too, and you know it. Serving God is not about going away for a weeklong “mission 
tourism” experience. It’s not just about hanging out, meeting new people, and seeing God in a different 
city. It’s about taking that experience, that one week, and making it your life! It's about participating in 
the Kingdom of God for one week in an intense way so that you can begin to (or continue to) see God's 
amazing reign in the other 51 weeks of the year. It's about seeing God in all aspects of what you do – all 
the time – The Other 51! 

So, get ready! This one week is going to change you! Our purpose for this one week is to prepare you for 
the other 51. We are going to ask, “What would the world look like with a good God revealed in Jesus 
Christ in charge of it?” That's God's plan: to show his reign, his Kingdom, revealed in Jesus to all 
humanity, and God wants to use you to do it! We are going to hear about the size of God's plan, which is 
so much bigger than you can imagine. We are going to hear about the people involved in God's plan, 
being so many more than you probably thought. We'll receive some “tools” for working in the Kingdom, 
and we are going to experience a taste of God's Kingdom already alive on earth as it is in Heaven – so 
that you may desire to taste that Kingdom again and again – for the other 51 weeks.  

So, yes, congratulations! You made it, but this is just the beginning. You are continuing a journey, but 
not just for this one week. Jesus never asked for one week. He never asked for a little bit of your life. He 
asked for it all. “As the Father has sent me, so I send you. Receive now the Holy Spirit.” Are you ready? 

 


